
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
LETTER PROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

W« find in the Boston pipers the subjoined let¬
ter from the Secretary of War, written in reply to

an invitation to him to participate in the celebration

at that city of the late National Anniversary:
WtiimtM, J«bb38, 1851.

Oimuii: 1 bavs received your letter of the 80th in¬

stant, iaviting me, on behalf of the City Council of Boston,
to unite with tbom in celebrating the anniversary of oer Na
tional Independence.

At no period -i"" that memorable event ought the return

of it* anniversary to be baited by the people of the United
States with novo joy end enthusiasm tbsn at present. The

year 1651 wril hereafter be remembered by them a eecond
in importance only to the year 1776. The year 1776 laid
tha corner-stone of our glorious Union. The year 1851

proved tha etreofth of the edifice, and that its foundation
rested on fee affections of the People. At the first period
we proelakaad that we were a free and united people ; at tha
second we proved that we mesct to con tinas so. In tha
events that mark these two period', as memorable epochs ia
the history of our country, the city of Boston bore a conspicu¬
ous part. In both her patriotic citizens had difficulties ta

encounter and enesties to contend with, and I entertain no

doubt they are declined to be as triumphant in the last strng-
glee as they were in the first.

' Itwoaid afford me great satisfaction to partake of their hos¬
pitality on thie interesting oeeasion, but indispensable engage¬
ments will deprive ma of that pleasure.

Allow me to lender through you to the Chy Council my
acknowledgments for the honor they beve done ma, and la

yourselves the assurance that I em, with great respect, year
ofcedient servant, C. M. CONRAD.

NEW «AMP8HIRE.
The Legislature of this State ac^fOurned sin* die

on".aturday last. Amongst the acts passed is a
tftre-hundred-dollar homestead exemption law. The
following preamble and resolutions, in favor of the
Compromise measures, and pledging the Stale to
.sustain the President in carrying them out, psesed
both Houses by large majorities.the vote in the
Senate being 10 10 2, and in the Bouse 152 to W :

"Whereas, in the measage of his excslleucy the Governor,
our attention has been invited to the late acts of Congreee in¬
tended for the adjustment of an angry and dangerous centro-

.vercy which has long dkturbed the smicable relations between
the 8tates of the Union ; and whereas wo regard thoee act*

as indispensable to disarm sectional agitation, to calm the na¬

tional excitement, and restore that unity of sentimentae ee-

aential to the harmony of the republic : Therefore
'-¦'Resolved by the Senate and Home «/ Representative* in

' General Court convened, That the State of New Hampshire
approves of the adoption of these measures, as essential and ne-

oeesary for the peace, preservation, and progress of our glori¬
ous Union, and that we pledge her to sustain the Executive
>of the Nation in carrying said measures into full effect,and in
the further execution of all constitutional means to enforce
obedience to the laws.
*. Resolved, That hie<«zcellency the-Governor be requested

> to transmit copies ofthe foregoing preamble and resolutions to
the President of the United States and the Governors of'the

< several Stftes and Territories.

»;Wiug Nominations in Ohio..The following
-arc the nominations for State 'Officers made last
..week by the Whig Convention ofOhio :

SamoxlF. ViKToir, for Governor; Ejbbaim K. Ec;:lit,
Lt. Governor; EauuiBizl, for Secretary of 8tate; Hewbt
.Sjsisbcit, for Attorney General j Jon* Wooes, for Audi¬
tor ; . A. A. Bliss, for Treasurer j Dahixl Sxxoca, Jomr
Manual, D. H. Ltxav, for the Board of Public'Works;
-Sukblock J. Akdbkw«,'C. C. Cortecoz, P. Odlijt, Bxi,-
¦»Aifj Stobkb, Giowi W. Bat, for Judges cf Supreme
Court.

JCintucky..The -elections in several of the
Western States take place next month; amongst
.others those of Kentuoky. Like the custom of all
ithe States of the West and Southwest, * where the
.candidates for popular -favor go personally before
tthe people.taking the stump, as it is called-.the
canvass in Kentucky ior Governor and other offi-
«ers is very warm. The ardent temperament of
the.people naturally makes it so, and the questions
involved impart deep interest to the contest. The
Whigri>anner is borne by champions true and
trusty.rArchibald Ddk»; for Governor, and! John
B. Th«vpson ftn Lieutencnt Governor. The first
named*gentleman we have not the pleasure of
knowing personally, but at home, where he is best
known/<ke is most highly appreciated. The best
pvoof of illis is his having been thought worthy of
the-first .place where Thompson was chosen for
the second ; for a more noble or whole-souled son of
that land of true men, Kentucky, we -have never
known than John B. Thompson.

LATE FROM CHILI.
TbelBnUish Pacific mail-steamship New Gre¬

nada arrived aiPanama on the 19th June from
Valparaiso, bringing dates to the 24th May. The
political news is cot important. Accounts from
the interior tend to show that the conspiracy of
whieh <the not at-Santiago was an outbreak'had no
ramifoations in other parts of the country. Twenty-
seven -of the regiment at Valdiria were sentenced
to death,*but^tdy-oce had been executed, the-senr
tences -of the remainder having been commuted to
transportation or imprisonment for various terms.
VariousArrests have teen made«f individuals,more
or less implicated in the revolt. ?Col. Amiga,-who
headed the regiment after Col. 'Uriola's death, had
taken refuge in the bouse of the United States
Charge d®Affaires. Gentries were placed overthe
house, but it is««upposod that he >cnade his escape,

* notwithstanding this precaution.
IndIana*.A ffdemocrctic Convention has been

(held in the Congressional district represented in
(the last Congress 4y Mr. Julian, (Free-Soil Dem.)By a vote of 1.J to 160, the Convention decided
not to make any .nomination for Coogress, hat to
leave the field to Mr. Paakbs (Whig) and Mr.
Jtauan. The Contention passed resolutions ap¬proving the course of Messrs. Briofit and Whix-
codb in the United States Senate.; also, declaringit toifce the duty of all good citizens to conform tothe Mfuisitions of the fugitive slave law, and carryout in food faith the conditions of that compromiseon domestic slavery whieh is eoeval with the Fe¬deral Government.

Oow. Mmebead's expedition again* Lower California
haa proved a miserable failure. He landed at San Diego with
only forty followers, »be larger portion of whom deserted be¬
fore be aet saM /or Mazatlan. He made no hostile demon¬
stration whatever; indeed he appear* to have abandoned his
veeeel andied the country upon learning that the Mexican
Governor had offered a reward for hia arrest.

A friend of ours (says the Editor of the Baltimon Patriot)
on the Fourth of July dined in company with four lady sisterr,
whose age* amounted to three hundred and twenty six years,
averaging eighty-one years and fix month*. The three oldcat
rode in a carriage to the house of the youngest, and re(seined
until the middle of the afternoon, and returned to their reepee-
tive homes. They have all resided in Baltimore over fifty
years. .

It is stated on good authority that Ratm Ibla«i> surpasses
ad other States in the Union Corelegant and convenient eehaol
buildings. The improvements made in this department within
a he years art gratifying evidences of the Interest <slt in the
cause of OBiWtel education.

THE OHIO WHIG 8TA1B CONVENTION.

We obtain from the Ohio Stale Journal the fol¬
lowing copy of the Resolutions on National Poli¬
tics, reported by a General Committee, of which
Hon. John L. Green was chairman, and adopted
apparently without debate or division:

Resolved, That the resolutions of the Whig Conventions of
A. D. 1848 and A. D. 1650 declare the position of the Whip
of Ohio on State and National policy j (hat protection to

American industry, a sound currency, Ate improvement of
oar rivers and harbors, an unyielding opposition to afl en¬

croachments by the Executive power, and a paramount re-

gard to the Constitution and the Unisn, are now, es ever,
the cardinal principles of the Whig party.

Rtsobed, That, as a National party, the Wtrig party is
now sod always has been in favor of a cordial and hearty
.uppoft of the Constitution of the United States; that wc

regard all its provisions as-equally binding ; and -we feel our¬

selves ready and willing to carry (hem out fcHy and faith¬
fully.

ihesolved, That the National Administration, under the

guidance of our Whig President, Millaub sFillxom, has
the unbounded confidence of the Whigs ofOhio; that, in our

domestic policy, its manly advocacy of protection to native

industry, the improvement of rivers and harbors, the seduc¬
tion of postage, and the-strict accountability and economy of

public officers, its energetic, republican, truthful, and tiigni-
fied management of our foreign affairs, have scared for it the

gratitude of this and the respect of other nations.
ttesolmsd, That, as the Ceoapromise Measures were not re¬

commended by aWhig Administration, and were net passed
as party measures by Congress, perfect toleration of opinion
respecting those measures should be accorded to Whigs every
where.

Kessived, That it is the desire of the Whigs oTObio that
Osn. Wiarieas Scott should be *e candidate of the Whig
party for Prestdsnt of the United 8tates at the election of A.
D. MAS, and wo cordially recommend him to the Whigs of
the Union as the most deserving and suitable candidate for
that office.

Mmofvod, That, while we express our preference, the Whigs
of Ohio mill .keerfully support the nominee of- a National

Convention / and ths', for the purpose of ascertaining
the choice of the Whigs of the Union, we recommend that
suek a Contention be held at Cincinnati at such time as may
be agreed upon.

The North Stale Whig announces Mr. Stanly
m a candidate for Congress in the Washington Dis¬
trict inWorth Carolina. It is well known (says
the "Whig") that Mr. Stanly declined being
again a candidate before he left Washington. But
after Mr. Washington declined to accept the
nomination, and the Democratic candidate took
ground in favor of the doctrine of secession, which
Gen. Jnskson called treason, Mr. Stanly felt bound
to oppose the horrible doctrine; and Mr. Petti-
grew and Mr. Halsey, hcving both deolined to run,
and no other person bein£ willing to take the field,
Mr. Smnly is a candidate.
"There it no truer man in thit country," eoid a late num¬

ber otf the Louisville (Ky.) Journal, "than Edward Stanly,
of North Carolina." There is no better evidence of the
troth of the remark (says the Whig) than the fact that Mr.
8. is now canvassing the dkrtrict. He has never yet been
known to fail bis party, his country, or his friends in a case

of emergency. No man has made such sacrifices for them
all, and no man deserves so well of them all. For fourteen
years has he served his country without fee and without re¬

ward, or the hope of reward. His earnest wish for several
years hu been to retire from public life and give his atten¬
tion to his domestic concerns. Two years ago he declined
to be a candidate, until the able gentleman selected by the
Convection had declined to run, and then, at the call of his
party, hs threw himself into the breach. Again have we

been left without a candidate by the indisposition of the gen¬
tlemen selected, and again, forgetful of bis personal interests,
and mindful only of bis duties as a patriot who never flinches
in the hoar of trial, Edward Stanly is in the field, the ttan-
dard-bearer ofthe Union and the Constitution.

Mr. 8rAV&r deserves well of the people, not only for the
sacrifices he has made, but for what he has done for them.
He is known, North and South, by bis acts in Congress, as

one faithful to all his trusts, to his country, to his State, and
to his constituents.
From Naples we learn that the United States

frigate Independence sailed from Leghorn on the
29th of May for Trieste; and the Mississippi, af¬
ter stopping at Naples a few days, with Commodore
Morgan.on board, had proceeded to the Levant.
Politically, all was quiet at Naples.

NEW ROLTE TO THE PACIFIC.
The new route to the Pacific Ocean, by way of

Lake Nicaragua, is announced to be completed, and
will be brought into operation during the present
month. This information is brought by the steamer
Prometheus, which arrived at New York on Fri¬
day from Nicaragua. The New York Express

I adds:
One of the iron steamers, built at Wilmington to run on

i the Lake Nicaragua, is completed, and the other, we are in¬
formed, would be in readiness for pastongers snd freight in
the course of a few days. These beets were taken out in
sections in two echoonerr, and each would be ready'for run¬

ning in eight days after they arrived. The one is,nathed
. " John M. Clayton," in honor of the late Secretary of 8tate,
i,«nd the ether "^ir Henry Bulwer," in honor of tbeiBritish
-Minister, both of these gentlemen having had a band in nego-

t Mating a treaty of trade and commerce, in which the Ship
Canal Company <bave had eoma interest. Three scows,
loaded with coal for the two lake Reamers, had arrived out,
aad every thing is in readiness for the steam connexion be¬
tween the "Prometheus," which leaves New York en the
114th of July, and the ." Pacific," which leaves 8an Juan del
-Sud (on the Padfic) July 25th for 8an Franciaco. The
company expoct to make the voyage from New York to 8an
rFransisco in twenty-three days ! The land carriage on this
route is but twelve miles and thirty chains, and we have
therefore reached a point in which we have a eteam commu-

nicavien, with this small eaception, on the whole route from
New £.rork to the Bay of San Franciaco and the month of
the Columbia river. The dietanoe between the two oeeane
on thierTonte is 140 miles, and arrangements, we are told, asu

completed to make two tripe a month. The boate on the
SaniJuan are high preaaure, and draw but aeventeen inches,
loaded.with three hundoed passengers and freight. There m
water enangb, it ie said, to carry the boate on at the lowest
stage ef sacter.

;Rous*!s Poiht Bnaci..A bill has paseed the New
Xetk Legislature authoming the Ogdensbu* Rsilroad Com-
psmy to extend a dock on piles to within one hundred and fif¬
ty feet of the centre of the outlet at Rome's Point, which is
to be connected by a float capable of carrying a train of cer%
with .a similar, dock from the Vernwnt side; the float to be re¬

ceived in sljpt on either side, and when within the slips to

feaaeapssssge for vessels of at least two hundred and fifty
<mL This contrivance admits of the (res flow .of water, sod
of s fcoe passage for vessels, except at the instant when the
float is pessing frem side to side, and during the winter win
afford all the conveniences of s substantial bridge, by station¬
ing the float between the docks.

The New Orleans papers stste that there was an«xtensiv*
exhibition of fiee-wotk* on the steemer £axen,*doriqg her re¬

cent trip from Jfew Oriesns to Louisville, which was not in¬
cluded in the Mil of fieae. A Pyrotechnist went on heard at

Vicksburg, to go to Memphis having a lot of boxas of fire*
works, one of which waa placed in the aocial ball. The stew¬

ard, while examining this " baggage," as be thought, was

blown "sky high," by the sudden explosion of the box, I
which went off with a forty rorket power, and with a whit¬
ing and tuning that made the passengers think lbs boat was
W»wn up, instead of the stewsrd. The boat caught fire, but
the flames ware soon extinguished, with but liule damsgs ra¬

ng. The nnfortunste stewsrd was much bruised sod
bor,t» bat h'PPifr not seriously dsmeged.

n
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IMPROVED MAtb-LOCKS.

The Postmaster General, though not jr«t in¬
stalled into hit office a year, seems to be quite aa
conversant with all the details of hia Department
as if he had served a lifetime therein. W# have
from time to time noticed various improvements
which have been made in Post Office affairs, but
the one now under consideration strikes us aa of
paramount importance in the security of the mails
against violation.
The ingenuity of the whole country 'has now

been brought into requisition to furnish specimens
of Mail-lock*, with . view to obtain ooo which sfcaB bt su

perior in design, finish, and strength to any hitherto in lift

Oh the morning of the second instant, the prnpoeals for
these locks were formaKy opened, and the rr rraapondiag speci-
mens submitted to the Department. Thirty-five competitors
appear in person, or fcy their agents, and the sAmpkes amount
to over one hundred.

Determined, so far as his exertions can effect the purpose,
to secure the great object .with atrict impartiality, Mr. Hali
instituted a Board of Commissioners, scientific and practical
men Messrs. Re*wick, of the, Pstent Office, Btisstov,
of the Washington Arsenal, and 8axtoit, of the Weights
and Measures Bureau.whose duty it ia to examine and
thoroughly teat the merita of each and every specimen of lock
produced, and upon their report will depend the Postmaster
Generals decision. Besides straogth, finish, and ligbtneme
the great desideratum is a contrivance which shall defy the in¬
genuity of pickers.
The Commissioners have been three days eseiduonaly en¬

raged in this business; patient perseverance and employment
of all their akill have characterised their investigations, and
the probability is that in a day or two they will have com¬

pleted the responsible duty assigned to them.
We understand, alao, that so far as the bidders are con¬

cerned their specimens generally are of a high order of excel¬
lence, demonstrating that in this branch of mechanism, in
which the whole community is so materially concerned, the
inventive genius of the country will preve adequate to the
object.

MEXICAN INTELLIGENCE
Intelligence from Mexico to the 7th of June re-

presents that the extraordinary session of Congress
was still engaged in arranging the financial ques¬
tion, one of the great stumbling-blocks to the pro¬
per administration of Government. The Minister
of Finance proposes to appropriate for the use of
the Government the amount of the indemnity des¬
tined to the interior creditors, which many say has
already been spent; to establish a consumption
duty, to be paid at once for the whole Republic ; to
impose a direct tax on cotton goods manufactured
in the country, and to increase the amount of cir¬
culation and export duty on coin. All these pro¬
positions were referred to the appropriate commit*
tee, which has not yet reported. An order has
been issued that if any of the employes of Govern¬
ment speak publicly against the authorities they
shall be discharged from office. The first who
suffered the penalty imposed by this order was Jose
Ignacio, one of the writers of the Universal, the
Opposition paper.

Dr. Eyre Read, the Democratic nominee for
Congress in Indiana, in opposition to the gallant
McGaughby, has withdrawn from the contest.

Transient Newspapers..By the following letter from
the Post Office Department, addressed to the proprietors of
the Baltimore Patriot, it will be seen that the postage on all
newspapers sent for a period of less than three months must
be prepaid :

Post OrrrcB Department, Jvly 7, 1851.
Gewtlemew : In reply to yours of the 1st instant, you are

informed that all newspapers sent for a leas period than three
months (whether sent from the office of publication or other¬
wise) will come under the bead of transient newspapers,
upon which the postage muat be prepaid at the office where
mailed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Fit» Reset Wabrbb.

The postage on a paper weighing once ounce or nnder
is one cent, when sent not over MO miles; over 500,
and not over 1,500 miles, two cents: over 1,500, and not
over 3,500 miles, three cents ; over 2,500, and not over

3,500, four cents; over 3,500, five cents ; for every addi¬
tional ounce, or fraction of an ounce, an additional rate ia
charged.
Jcoiciax Decisioh..Judge Stbawbbime, at New Or¬

leans, has decided, in the case of 44 the cotton suit," that a

eale of merchandise by a transfer on the warehouse beoksdoes
not constitute a delivery, for which it is necessary there should
be the weighing, marking, and setting apart Under this
ruling ao much of the cotton as had been weighed, marked,
and carted off was held by the merchants who had made the
advances j but so much of the cotton as bad not been so de¬
livered is returned to the vendors who had not been paid.
Taa Three-cert Piece.The people of New Orieana,

who have never heretofore deigned to touch any coin smaller
than a picayune or half-dime, and would not now contaminate
their fingers with the touch of a copper coin, appear to regard
the new three-cent piece with a great deal of favor. The
Crescent of that city says :

"Very many articles which have heretofore coat half a
dime will now fall to the three-cent price. Co&e at the
market, soda at the fountains, and papera on the streets moat
all come down. We learn that it is in contemplation to start
a soda establishment at the new price. The Introduction of
the new coin will be of great service to the poor."
Gallart Corbcct or Axebicar Seameh..The Salem

Register publishes letters received in that city giving an ac¬
count of the capture of the Italian barque Clementina, and
murder of the captain and two officers, by Malays, at Diah,
on the weet coast of 8umatra. The veaeel was plundered,
and eight kegs and five bsgs of dollars taken away. This
e^ent occurred March 80th. Capt. Balch, of the American
barque Ariosto, and Capt. Rroases, of the American barque
Borneo, at the time laying in the Acheen Roads waiting for
pepper, manned their boats and retook the Clementina with¬
out damege. The Penang Gazette of May 23d aays:
"The bold and manly conduct of these American captains,

during a moment .' peculiar peril and difficulty, and when the
haxardous state of the Acbeen coasts is considered, infested
aa they always are by numerona hordes of banditti and pirates,
who are ever ready to take advantage of every favorable op¬
portunity that may present itself to satisfy their cravioga for
robbery and pillage, deserves tbe highest encomiums. It will
be a source et unbounded gratification to hear that the cour-
ageoue and praiseworthy behavior displayed by them on that
trying occasion will not only be duly appreciated by the own-
era of the unfortunate vesae!, but will not be permitted to
pees unrewarded by tbe insurance officee generally."
On the morning of the 2d April the town of Diah waa at¬

tacked by the Rajah of Teloocroot, and the greater part of tbe
town laid in ashes, but neither the money nor tbe actors in
the above piratical transaction were detected.

InraisosMBBT or Cables L. Bracb.The fact that
this young gentleman ha. been arrested and impriaoned by
the Austrian (»orernmeot while on a pedestrian tour in the
Magyar country, Hungary, on the allegation or auapicion of
political complicity with some of tbe officers or othera who
took pert in the Hungarian revolt, and whom ha had atepped
oat of tbe main road to vkit, baa been eome time before the
American public. There need be no uneasiness about our
Government doing its duty to one of its citisena in Austria or

aoy where else. The preeent Administration may be trueted
on ihat point. Mean time Mr. McCubbt, our representa¬
tive at Vienna, has corresponded with the Austrian Govern¬
ment, and received esaurancee that may be regarded aa ami¬
cable and aa fevorable to Mr. Brace..M Y. Com. Adv.

Accidertal Dbatbs.Perhaps in ne otheTcky of the
Union do such a large umber of deaths ocanr from acciden¬
tal cenees as in the city of New York, in prop*** to it,
population. Daring me men* of June alan* (the Evening
Past says,) it is bo exaggeration te say that abate owe hun¬
dred portono were killed by sreidaiite. and ooe-tbM of these
ware case* of drowning. Some of them were purely sadden-
tel. but the g.-sater number might have haan availed by a

due exercise of eaofion, and a greater regard for tbe value of
human life.

THE ARMY COURT MARTIAL,
Convenedfor the Trial of Bt. Brig. Gen. Talcott.

[coriid no* the " diioi."]
Tim DlV.TlVMBil, July 3, 1851.

The Court met; «U the member* preeent. The record of
yesterday tu reed.
Bbcistabt oi Wa recalled.

Crots-examination returned.
Question. Were your inquiries of Geo. Talcott as to the

wants of the service directed lo eacertain whether small quao-
uuea of ahot would pribably be required from time to time
daring the year at one or more of the arsenate } or were they
not inftwlnt by epplieationa to furnish large, or contract
supplies, and confined to the! object *

Amwer. My applications to tiea. Talcott were general j
no reference waa made a* to quantity nor to the mode of pro-
earing them.

Question. Waa not Mr. Green's application to you in be¬
half of Mr- P. B. Dean for a contract to furnish large sup-
pliea of ahot and shell > and did not this occaaion your call
upon Geo. Talcott
Jnswer. Mr. Green did not refer to any qaantiiy. I pre¬

sume be would have preferred a large contract to a small
one ( but he never intimated that he would not take a email
one.' His application did occasion one of the calls I made
aa Gen. Talcott ( but hia waa not the only application which
caused me lo converse with Gen. Talcott on that subject.

Question. Referring now to your testimony in chief, that
upon Mr. Green'a first application you inquired of General
Talcott whether the Department would be in want of ahot
during the current focal year, which terminated yesterday,
(90th June,) and that you were answered that the supply for
the yser was ample, are you not now satisfied, on reflection,
that you could not have repeated the same Question on se¬
veral occasions within a short period * And may not that
impression have grown out of your conversation with the ap¬
plicants ?

Answer. I do sot say that I repealed the same question in
a direct form for information, considering bis first answer,
whiflh I well remember, as satisfactory ; but a number of ap¬
plication* had been made, some in writing, and some ver¬

bally, to furnish ahot and ahell. 1 mentioned these applica¬
tion to hia as rather a source of annoyance, as I had seve¬

ral of them, and they were very importunate, with a view
probably to ascertain positively whether the Department would
not be making shot, that I might give ^|em a satisfactory

Question. Ware not your inquiries of General Talcott,
touching the making and delivery of shot by Mr. Anderson,
directed solely to ascertain whether such making and deli¬
very were under contract with, or by authority of, the Ord¬
nance bureau f

Answer. My inquiry was general, whether any shot was
making at Mr. Anderson's works for the Department.taking
it for granted, of couree, that none could be making without
hia knowledge and authority.

Question. Did yoa understand General Talcott's declara¬
tion that there waa not a word of truth in Mr. Green'a letter,
aa importing literally that there waa no truth in any part of
the letter, or aa applying to the aaaertion or implication that
a large quantity of ahot had been made by his order, or with
bis knowledge or suthority ? *

Judge Advocate objected to the witnese'a answering tbia
queation, as the facts desired had already been brought out in
the previous teatimony of the witneas ; that the meaning and
intent of the testimony were for tbe Court to judge. He aaid
he would waive the objection, however, reserving the right to
have tbe queation removed from the record.

Answer. I understand that expreasion of General Tal¬
cott to apply exduaively to that portion of the letter which
speaks of the making of ahot at tbe Tredegar worka for the
War Department, and of the delivery of a portion of thtm
at the Monroe Arsenal.in fact, all that ia in the letter which
relatea to making shot for the Department and the authority
by which it waa done. Our converaation had no reference to
any other part of the letter, as I had not, after bis repoita to
me, the remotest idea of giving a contract to Mr. Dean or

any one else far making shot. I understood, of course,
General Talcott's declaration that there was not a word of
truth iu the letter which related to the making of shot at the
Tredegar worka to apply to all that was said in the letter on
thet subject. He said nothing to qua&fy the remark in any
manner.

Que&tion. When, some time after Gen. Talcott'a report of
27th Jaouary enclosing a copy of bis letter of 6th November
to Col. Huger, it occurred to you that tbe large quantity of
ahot, of which Mr. Green bad informed you, might have
been made under that order, and you spoke to Gen. Talcott
on that subject, was not your inquiry confined to that point,
end wss not Gen. Talcott's reply to the effect that it was im¬
possible that Col. Huger could be procuring from Mr. Ander¬
son, under that order, any thing more than such few shot
and shells as he might be wantiog for experiments and
practice ?
Answer. My attention was called to the generality and

vagueness of the order, and I called Gen. Talcott's attention
to that point, and asked bim to explain what be intended by
it, and suggested that Col. Huger might construe it to con¬
fer authority to make shot. Gen. Talcott seemed to think
otherwise, and stated that its object was to enable Col. Hu-
ger (as I have before stated) to procure small quantities, from
lime to tissp) as they might bo required, for experiments and
artillery pmetios ; thet it was possible Col. Hugos saigbt be
ordering some such small quantities, of a trilling value. This
is, as well ail can recollect,, the aubetanoe of what passed
between ua.I dont't pretend to repeat the language.

Question. Waa the contract of Johnston A Ashion, men¬
tioned in your testimony on yesterday, a formal written con¬

tract, and for what amount ?
Answer. I koow nothing of tbe original contract; never

heard or aaw it except by what waa stated in Gen. Talcott'a
report to me. I took it for granted what was stated in that
report was correct.

Question. The langusge of your authority for extending
that contract is, 41 the chief of the Ordnance bureau will take
measures to renew tbe contract for a limited supply of pistols."
Was there any specification of tbe amount by you ? or did
you leave it lo bis discretion to require the pistols to a reason -

able extent ? and do you koow whether tbe contract has been
renewed, and for whiat amount ?

Answer. There was no amount specified by my order, aa

I will be aeen from it. The words " limited auppiy" indicate
that it was to be a less quantity than the original contract,
and eo I meant it. I left the extent of that supply to Gen.
Talcott's discretion. 1 do not koow whether the contract baa
been extended or not. 1 have no recollection of any contract
having been preaented to me for my signature or approbation.
I only recollect that some difficulty arose as lo tbe parties with
whom tbe contract should be renewed.the parlies in the con¬
cern having quarrelled among themselves; in consequence of
which tbe order of the 26th March was given. I have no re-
collection of what action has been taken by me on the sub¬
ject since. It is possible thet tbe contract may have been
preeented to me since that order, and I have forgotten it.

Direct examination resumed.
Question. Did you read tbe whole letter of Mr. Green lo

Geu. Talcott, and especially did you read these words there
in ; " Whatever authority for doiug thia work exists was pro¬
bably given by the Department or its officers to Doctor E. H.
Carmtclaei, recently a resident of Richmond, but now of tbe
city of New Orleans. During a recent visit to Richmond I
was informed the work was done by Mr. Anderson, under sn
sssignment from Doctor Carmichael." And do you mean to
be understood by the oefence, in your anawer on their cross-

examination, that you so shaped your inquiries to Gen. Tal¬
cott that hia answer did not cover and directly apply to that
part of tbe letter?

Answer. I will state, air, that I read the entire letter to
Gen. Talcott, as I have atated before, from beginning to end,
and delivered it to him, and be bad it in hia possession from
the 10th to the 19th of April, when he made a report on it.
I certainly do not mean to be understood that I so ahaped my
inquiry as not to apply to that portion of Mr. Green's letter
contained in this question. I stated that I understood his de¬
nial of the truth of what was staled in that Utter to apply to
all that related to the making of ahot at the Tredegar worka,
and I considered the order given to Carmichael, and the as¬

signment of that order by Carmichael to Anderson, both of
which f«cts are mentioned in the letter, as intimately connect-
ed with the making of ahot at tbe Tredegar worka, which
were owned by Mr. Anderson, and my attention was particu¬
larly drawn to that portion of the letter in consequence of
what had previously occurred. I must have laid pirticulsr
emphasis on that part of the letter, and I recollect that I did.

Quation. Do you recollect whether or not you sometimes
sent to the Ordnance bureeu applications which were made
to you, or for snswers to the writers > '

Jnswer. The uniform practice is to refer all lettere on

business of the Department lb the bureau lo which tbe busi-
nets appertains, and wben applications are verbal to converse
with tbe bead ol° the bureau on the subject. Of course all
applica ions in writing made to me on this aulject were aent
to the Ordnance bureau.

Question by defence. Had your inquiry, to which General
Talcott replied, " I say there ie not a word of truth in it,"
any other ahape than you bava already ststed, vis. that, af er

reading the letter, ycu aaid, " What do you say to that,
General ?"
Answer. I meflrtt to say that that jrae the mode in which

I introduced tbe conversation to General Talcott after reading
Mr. Green'a letter $ but I did not mean to be understood lo I
ssy that that waa the only question I put to him on thia oc¬

casion ; on the contrary, the converaation was a long ooe,
and I pot tbe question hi varioua shapes, having become sa¬

tisfied that there was some mystery in ibis business which re¬

quired explanation.
Mr. Joe* Potts called.
Question. What office do you hold in tbe War Depart¬

ment '

Answer. Chief clerk.
Question. W« re you sent by the Secretary of War to Gen,

Taicott to make inquiry of him in regard to allot > Ifao gay
what inquiry and what anawer he made.
Answer. Some lime abortiy after I was appointed chief

cle/k of the War Department.wh^h waa on the 5ih of March,
1851.I wu sent by the SecretarJPf War to make some ln-
quiriea wiih regard to appropriation for ahot and ahetla. I
went to the Ordnance department, and atked the queetion
what balancee of the appropriations were applirabie f >r that
object. I received the information from the office. General
Taicott aaked me if we were going to purchaae more ahot and
sheila. I told him I did not know ; that I left Mr! Green in
conversation with the Secretary of War, and I auppoaed that
the inquiry I waa then making bad connexion with the object
of his visit. I asked Gen. Talcoit if they wanted ahot and
sheila. His reply waa that they did not; that there waa enough
on band to last to the day of judgment.

Question¦ You say that it waa after the ftth of March of
thia year. Waa it belore the 10th of April >

Answer. I ha»e no meana of determining that, and cannot
be poaitive ; but I ihink it was.that it wae shortly after I
came into the chief clerkabip of the Department.

Capt. Mayvadikh recalled.
Question. Did Gen. Taicott, ao far as tbe records of your

office show, or as you otherwise know, in anewer to any of the
inquiriea from the War Department, make any inquiry of Col.
Huger or Mr. Anderson, between the le: of January and tbe
10th of April, 1851, in regard to tbe execution of the order
of Huger to Carmicbael, transferred to Anderson ?

Answer. None whatever, so far as the recorda show, and
aa I know.

Question. Is this an inquiry addreeaed by Gen. Taicott to
Mr. Anderson on tbe 10th April, 1851 ?
Answer. It is. [Letter read, asking for all the informa¬

tion relative to his executing the order of Col. Huger to Dr.
Carmicbael for shot.]

Question. On what day was Mn Green'a letter of 5th
April referred to your office ?

Answer. It waa received at the office on the 10th of April,
before the letter was written to Mr. Anderson.

Question. What is the regulation allowance of amuni-
tion to be expended in the year by tbe garriaon at Fort Mon¬
roe in experiments and artillery practice ?

Answer. About a hundred rounds for a company. There
are about three companies there now.

Question. Had the commander of the arsenal heretofore
procured shot and shells for his own practice and experi¬
ments before the 6th November, 1850 ?

Answer. He had procured them in amall quantities. He
was in the habit of putting in hia quarterly eetimatea a cer¬
tain amount to be expended for purpoeee of experiments, and
that amount was remitted to him on approval of his estimates
by the Ordnance department, end the requisition on tbe War
Department for fund*. I recollect one order to him specially
directing him to make certain experiments; but he always
hsd authority, either general or special, to make these expe¬
riments to a limited extent.

Question. You have said that when you drew up from the
records of the Ordnance office tbe report to the Secretary of
War dated the 22d January, you had no knowledge of any
other contract chargeable on the appropriations for armament
of fortifications, for ordnance, and ordnance stores and sup¬
plies other than those stated in that report; and you atated at
another time that you knew in the latter part of December
that Doct. Carmichael had received a large order from Col.
Huger, which was in the bands of Mr. Anderson. Do you
desire to be understood that{ you did not consider this order
a contract > or how do you desire your testimony in these
matters to be understood ?
Answer. 1 prepared the report of the 22d January from

the records of the Ordnance office solely, I then bad no idea
that the Secretary's call for information bad any reference to
the Carmicbael transaction, but supposed it to- relate to tbe
state ofthe appropriations exclusively. Congress was in ses¬

sion at that time, and there was much talk about tbe large
amount of army estimates. The Committee of Ways and
Means were understood to be scrutinizing those estimates
with the view to their reduction, and I thought that tbe Se¬
cretary wanted the information for that committee: hence
that part of the letter over and above tbe anewer to the strict
call for information. I then knew of General Talcott's order
to Colonel-Huger; I knew of Huger'e order to Carmichael
from the copy which bad been sent me by Mr. Anderson,
and of Carmichael'a sale of it to Mr. Anderson 5 but I firmly
believe that the order in tbe bands of Mr. Anderson was sus¬

pended as to execution.that it constituted no outatanding
charge on any appropriation, and that it waa at moat but a

claim on tbe part of Anderson for a contract, which claim
was to be recogniied or rejected thereafter. I bad received a

letter from Mr. Anderson inquiring what were Col. Huger's
reasons for declining to allow bim to fill tbe order, and I had
been awured by General Taicott there waa no outstanding
contract for shot. I remained under this firm conviction
until the letter from Mr. Green waa received at the Ordnance
office of the 10th April. I alwaya supposed, and frequently
mentioned to General Taicott my firm belief, that Colonel
Huger had exceeded hia instructions in giving the order to
Doctor Carmichael, and that hia conduct in giving that order
waa tome totally inexplicable. Those instructions of the 6th
November were tbe only ones I then knew bad been given,
and I did not learn until tbe receipt of the Secretary of War's
letter ef tbe 1 at May any thing whatever of the interviewa
and conversations between General Taicott and tbe Secretary
in relation to tbe Carmichael tranaaction. The report to the
War Department ot tbe 27th January was prepared by me
on information from General Taioott that thera was a contract

I outstanding for shot. It then first occurred to me that the
Secretary might be referring to the order to Col. Huger ;
and I mentioned this to General Taicott, and suggested to
him the sending of a copy of that order, although not called
for, desiring to answer the call both aa to its letter and spirit.

Question. What did General Taicott aay when yoo told
him that Col. Huger had exceeded inetructiona ?

Answer. On the particular occasion which I refer to.
which was when I read Anderson's letter, in the latter part of
December.I don't think that General Taicott said any thing
in answer to what I said about Huger's exceeding instruc-
tions. But, on other occasions, when I told him that I could
not account for Huger's strange conduct in giving such an

order, unless something else had passed between them, he
assured me that nothing else had passed

Colonel Hcoik recalled.
Question. Is that your letter of the 5th November to Gen.

Taicott}
Answer. Yes, it is.
Question. What answer, if any, dated 6th November, as

tbereon endorsed, did you send to it 1
Answer. I received, in answer to thia letter, the letter

brought by the handa of Doctor Carmichael, dated tbe 6th
November, 1850, which is already on your record, and cited
in the charges, and that is the only anawer.

Question. You speak in thia letter of tbe 6th November of
a note from Gen. Taicott to yoo, dated lat November. Have
you that note ? Produce it. If not, tell its content*

Answer. I have not the note of lat of November, refer¬
red to. It was marked private. I received it on the morning
of the 5th November, by the hands of Dr. Carmichael. Its
contents were to this effect: Do you want any ahot or ahells
for Fort Monroe ? If ao, what quantity and caliber ?

Question. How had you, before the letter of tbe 6th of
November, 1850, from Col. Taicott, procured ahot and shell
for experiments and artillery practice }

Answer. Generally, if not always, on my own order, aa

I considered that I had a standing authority to that effect;
and when specially directed to make experiments, I considered
the order to make these experiments aa authorizing projectiles
necessary for that purpose.

Question. Did (Jen. Taicott, when you informed him
here in November, 1850, of the order you bad give Carmi¬
chael, instruct you that you bad misconstrued his letter of the
6th November, and that that letter was intended to convey to

you only authority to prepare projectiles for experiments and
artillery practice >

Answer. He made no such statements to me at the time
I was answering tbe letters to Kembie and Anderson ; but I
have heard him often aay, at different times since, that in giving
the order to Carmichael be supposed I would give him only a

amall order for the purpose of making experiments.
Question. Did you see Geo. Taicott at any time between

November and that when you came here ?
Ansu>er. No.
Question. Was this the time that the Secretary sent for

you to inquire into this matter '

Answer. It was. 1

Crutsexamination.
Question. After you had repudiated the transfer by Car-

michsel to Anderson of your order to the former, wae not the
order of sixth -November available far procuring shot and
shells for experiments up t> the date when the Secretary of
War forbid the reception of shot and ahells from any quarier '

Answer. Of course the order was available to me until re¬

voked by the authori y that gave it.
Tbe Judge Advocate stated that tbe evidence by the prose¬

cution here closed.
Hon. Wm. L. Mauct called.

Examination by the defence.
Question. Please to state to the Covrt at what period and

for what length of time yoo held the office of Secretary of
War 1 and whether, during your adminMiration of that De¬
partment, Gen.Taicott waa tbe chief of the Ordnance bureau.

Answer. I was Secretary of War for four year*, from
March, 1845, to March, 184V, and during the whole ef that
time Gen. Taicott was attached to the Ordnance bureau -

part of the time the acting bend and part of the time the ac¬

tual head.
Question. Please to state what wae the pertieehr eaeatroe-

tion of and usage under the ordnance regulations in lagud
to the procur ng of suppiiee during year edakinietratioa, ee te
the distinction between cootracu and earn anrrh^ea s and
whether the«e last, te each reasonable svteat aa might ha
from time to time necessary, vara Ml radtaeiilj mde by
the bureau without the special prtaitm aathesrti ef the De¬
partment

Answer. In relation to nnatimila. I think Aere wen very I
fcw written costracta mads under *a IMd artMesf At erd-I

nance regulations. While I was la oAm I think mm* *fA*
supplies ww« obtained by open
old contract* thai wan enlarged-
to tha terma of the original contract* ^ a4rthot iWy .I i»
writing I am unable to my» (bay wa Mia kaiin I MM
into tha office. Opaa purebaooo were frequently made by the
Chief of Ordnance, without pulumfaatw tha I
of War. Thera waa frequent iatereea
of that bureau and tha Secretary, and
.uppliea frequently brought lav CJ.lti
aa to the suppliee needed and tha prieo ; aad, after sarh eea-
?ersation, I frequently eipreeeed lay OOWHi ikM be sboold
go on and procure the suppliee. I cannot aay I g*ee .,ordera. The bead of the bureau waa required every year la
make eatimate* of what waa required for that branch of the
service. When ha submitted them I leqntsai aipbiialiiK t
sometimes the estiasles wara redaoad or eat dawn, bat ibeaa
which I thought ware required for tha public service wee*
adopted. Theaa were submitted to Coagiaaa, and appropria-tiona made, of course aometimea with modifications; and then
the bureau went on to expend the money without ay requir¬ing him to apply to ma for aajr farther pertiealar HwiaaI suppose the bead of tha bureau considered that be had my
constut, aa I had approved the estimates 1 do not maaa to
¦ay that I did not expect to be consulted, aa the apprupria-tion« were aometimea very general aa to tha dietinctiou be¬
tween contracts and opan parchaaee. I auppooo that a eoa-
tract under thia article (132d) meet be ia writing, ead in three
parte. 1 believe none aucb were aver made while 1 wae la Aa*
War Department. I do not recollect of any.

Question. Waa not the term "opan purcbaee" under¬
stood and acted upon aa applicable to order* for erticlee to ba
thereafter made and delivered, aa well aa to articlaa already in
existence ?

Answer. Yea; the terme "open purcbaee" applied ta
articka that were ordered to be made and furniahed, as well
aa to those in existence.

Question. Pieaae to etate whether the affairs of tha Ord¬
nance bureau were of magni'ude and importance during yoar
administration, and whether they were managed with fidelity
or otherwise by Gen. Talcott ?

Answer. Well, theae were of very great importance in
their character and extent, particularly during the war, and I
certainly thought they were managed with fidelity by Gen.
Talcott.

Croat-examination.
Question. Waa the queation aver raiaed aad your atten¬

tion ever called, while you were in the War Department,
(that you now recollect,) to the distinction, conveyed in the
laws and regulations, between contracts and open purcheeee,
and the discussions of that queation by two of tha Attoraaya
General f
Answer. I am not aware that I know of any diacuaoioaa

on that subject by the Attorneys General; but I dtd know
that there were different claeaes of contracta.that the lawa had
imposed different modes of making contracta.

Question. If no written contracta in three parts wara made
daring your adminietration, were not the angagemanta mad*
to furniah auppliea ordinarily called contracta ?

Answer. 1 believe they all were, in common parlance,
but bad no reference to the datinctibn made by the article.
Tbey were called contracta or purchaaea in Common parlance,
indiacriminately in moat inatancea.
The counsel for defence here offered in evideoce an extract

of a letter received from the Hon. John C. Spencer, who waa
unable to obey the aummona to attend aa a witness on the
part of the defence, giving hia views of the ayatenr pursued
in relation to purchaaea of ordnance auppliea. It ia aa fol¬
lows :

"Albany, JciiiM, 1851.
*...«. While I was in the Department the differ¬

ence between an open purchase and a contract waa recognised
and constantly acted upon ; that the atrict contract system waa
believed to be entirely inapplicable to many articles neoeaaary
for the ordnance service, and that orders for articles.such aa
cannon and shot.were, according to my belief, given long
ahead of their manufacture, at specified prices; and that these
were never regarded ai contracts, because a contract implies
an obligation on each side, the one to furnish, the other to pay.But an order for articles at a specified price reoeived br *
party creates no obligation on his part to furnish the articles.
NoV, indeed, does it create an obligation on the party givingthe order; for there is no consideration for it, and it is revo¬
cable at any time."
The evidence was here closed on both sides, and the Com

adjourned till Monday morning next, to meet at 1 o'clock,
in order to give the counsel for the accused time to prepare
the defence.

THE LAST LYNCHBURG TRAGEDY.

We gather the following particulars of thia lamentable-
affair from the Lynchburg Republican of the 3d instant:
" We are called upon thia morning to record another moat

Eainful tragedy, occurring between gentlemen who may almoat
e considered citizens of thia place. The circuautancea which

caused it, however, being of the most delicate na'are, w*
shall allude to them only in so far aa may be necessary to
make intelligible the sad termination of the affair.
" Ou Sunday evening last, about dark, Dr. Loacazo D.

Williams,, son of Jno. M. Williams, residing jast serosa
the river, on the Amherst side, elopad with the eldest daughter,
aged about nineteen, of Capt. Richabd G. Mobbis, who also
lives immediately over the river, with the purpose of marry¬ing her. Tha ooupie, accompanied by one of W.'s brothers,
aod a Mr. Edmund Hill, took the CharioUeevilie route for
Washington city. The family of tha young lady getting
wind of the elopement accidentally, in a abort time after it
occurred, Capt. Morris and his sea Richard O. prepared im¬
mediately for a pursuit. They overhauled tke runaways in
Cbarlotteaville, they having bean disappointed in meeting a

ready conveyance from that place. The daughter was con¬
cealed in the hotel, but tha father and brother got poeseaaion
of her, and then bad Williams and hia party bound over in
the sum of a thousand dollara each. Both partiea left for
home, and on Tuesdsy evening they put up accidentally at
the same hotel, in Lovingston, Nelson county.
When Williams's party and young Richard Morris war*

eeated at the supper table, opposite each other, some indigni¬
ty was offered young Morris by the other party, when he
threw bis plate ioto the face of Williams. Morris, Wil¬
liams, and Hill then commenced a general abooting, which
ret uI ted, aft* r some eight or ten rounds, in the death of
young Morris and of Hill, and it ia said of the mortally
wounding of Dr. Williama. Young M. waaabot ia the body by
Williama's brother Robert. Hill was ahot by Morris in th*
centre of the breast; and Williams was shot by him in th*
side or back. When this occurrence took place the father
and daughter were in their room up stairs. A message waa
forthwith dispatched to the families of the parties, and tbey
arrived here at an early hour yesterday morning. The news
of so dreadful a tragedy of courae created the greateat excite¬
ment and regrat in thia community. As to the feelings of
the unhappy families involved, whose cup of grief bas been
perhaps forever embittered, we shall not attempt a description.
Langusge would be insdequate to the task.

DEATH BY VOLUNTARY STARVATION.

At Springfield, Msssschasetts, on the 1st instant, Coroner
Blake held an inquest upon the body of Cornelius Regan,
at the Hcrure of Correction, in the course of which the fol¬
lowing circumstances were brought to light, indicating one of
the most extraordinary cases of self-starvation on recotd :

It eeems that on tbe 10th of Juae Regan was committed
to jail, on the charge of drunkenneaa aod riotoua conduct at
tbe depot, to remain thirty days, or till a fine of five dollara
and costs were paid. Par the first tew dsys of his confine¬
ment be was ve y sullen and obstinate, but otherwiae ther*
was nothing remarkable in hia conduct. He waa twice con¬
fined in tbe solitary cell, ate ssme of bis meals, and, when
ordered, did some work, though be soon stopped. On tba
Friday after hia committal he refoaed to eat or drink, declared
that be would have bis liberty or starve, and in every way
exhibited tbe molt dogged obstinacy and determination in hia
purpose. He waa put into the aolitary cell, btft, as far aa
could be seen, did not even touch the food which waa laft at
bit door through Friday, Ssturday, 8unday, Monday, and
Tuesdsy, but often repeated hie cry of "liberty or death."
On Tuesday night Dr. Gray waa aent f»r, and auecea^ed in
persuading Regan to take about a gill of water and aome
bread. On Wedr.eaday, however, be again refused to eat;
and on Tburaiay be was, in spito of the moat viblent resist¬
ance, thrown upon the floor and a little milk gruel was forced
in through the nostril*. His reoistaoe* waa so great that it
was not deemed advisable to puraue thia coatee.
From (hia time be went tix days without eating or drink¬

ing, and his determination was such that, though be two or
three times rinsed bia mouth, h* refused to swallow ordina¬
rily, though it ia possible be did swallow a few drops on oaa
or two occasions. Ha waa finally told that his brother wae

ready to pay his fine, and that he should be liberated. Ha
expressed his satiafaction, but did not seem to rslly much,
and though after thia ha endeavored to eat, be was so weak
that ha could retain Httle or nothing. He stood or walked
about hie cell as long as bis strength lasted, out for four or

five days preceding hia death be was obliged io lie down most
of th* time. Oo Monday, for the first tiwe, did bis obstinacy
appear in tba least subdued, but during the following night
he died.

Dr. Gray and hia attendants endeo'ored in every wey ta-
ascat tain if Regan exhibited any signs of insanity, but they
all agreed that he sppeared to be perfectly sane, displaying
only tbTmost s,.tenKic obstinacy aod wdfulne**.

Visit or * K»ei*aa* .The sixth regiment, second bri¬
gade Sow York volunteers, (Governor's Guards,) under
command of Col. Too*. F- Paaaa, arrived io Philadelphia
mi Moadar. en a visit, and were received by a regimental
wcaet from the sec*nd brigade, first division, Pennsylvania
Juaiirr. dotaikd by Brig. Gea. Baaaarr, under inetra*-

aoao (ram Major Oca. Pattbboo*. Thia m aaat to be Ifca-
frot rime that a regiment from another city baa aver 'tailed;
. li M I fcle


